
  � 

A PUBLICATION OF THE SOUTH WEST TRANSIT ASSOCIATION  September 2008 

News and Notables: 

· Public buses rolled into Arlington, Texas for 
the first time in a partnership between The T 
in Fort Worth and the City of Arlington.  The 
T began non-stop commuter bus service 
between two Arlington park and ride lots and 
its downtown Fort Worth Intermodal 
Transportation Center on September 2, . 
With a population approaching 375,000, 
Arlington has been the largest city in the 
United States without mass transit.   

· The USF Center for Urban Transportation 
Research noted in a recent report that the 
provision of paratransit service can be 
costly. Methods to reduce costs  include: 

• Developing and implementing a  
localized paratransit eligibility process 
with strict criteria 

• Developing a functional reservations/
scheduling/dispatching process 

• Working to shift patrons toward fixed 
route service 

• Providing travel training services to 
patrons and proper training for 
employees 

• Coordination with other area 
transportation providers 

• Standardization of fleets to minimize 
inventory costs 

See http://www.nctr.usf.edu/pdf/77606.pdf  
for the full report  

· Dallas Area Rapid Transit broke ground on 
the Rosa Parks Plaza, a new passenger    
facility scheduled to open in early 2009.  
$600,000 in federal funds were secured for 
the $1.7 million project by Rep. Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. DART, the City of Dallas 
Park & Recreation Department, Dallas Main 
and DOWNTOWN DALLAS, each provided 
funds to transform a parking lot into an 
urban park.  

· Lawrence's (KS) "Save the T" group 
recently received a grant of $5,000 from the 
American Public Transportation Association 
to wage a "Yes for Transit" campaign.  If the 
citizens of Lawrence vote yes for both of the 
pro-transit taxes, the revenue would sustain 
the bus system for a decade and permit 
improvements in service. The campaign 
hired a staff coordinator, Lisa-Marie Wright, 
to orchestrate the major citywide effort. 
Wright can be reached via the campaign    
e-mail address vote.yes.transit@gmail.com 
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Santa Fe Trails  
was our host.  

 
Thank you  

Jon Bulthuis and 
staff! 
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Executive Director’s Corner 

Whew!  Summer’s Over!  
And what a whirlwind it has 
been!  Great summer training 
opportunities were hosted by 
SWTA organizations across 
the region. Relevant and 
professional speakers shared 
their expertise, and of course 
we’ve had a little fun!  

Thanks to everyone who participated this 
year and to those who were unable to attend, 
we hope to see you in 2009!  

SWTA’s Annual Conference and Expo is 
scheduled for February 8-10, 2009 in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  This event is an 
opportunity for networking, sharing your 
new transit industry products, and keeping 
current on issues affecting you, both 
nationally and regionally. This year our 
theme is Transit: Safe and Secure. We will 
offer conference tracks tailored to Rural, 
Small and Large organizations.  Online 
registration will begin November 1, 2008. 

Just a reminder, your membership expires 
on September 30, 2008!   With all of the 
great things going on at SWTA, we 
encourage you to renew your membership 
online today.  

We will be refining our training programs 
and looking for ways to add value to 
membership services.   One example is a 
series of Brown Bag Tele-Conferences 
available for members in 2009. 1-hour, 
topical telephone discussions and training 
sessions geared to busy managers who want 
to stay ahead of problems, brainstorm with 
peers, receive training on specific topics of 
interest and reduce training expense.  

The future looks bright and we intend to lead 
the transit industry with the strength of our 
region, enthusiastic idea sharing, and 
customized service to members.  Send me 
your suggestions so that SWTA events can 
be designed to meet YOUR  needs!  On 
behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff 
of the South West Transit Association 
(SWTA), “Thank You,” for your continued 
support, participation and interest in the 
SWTA Nation!  
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Corpus Christi RTA, Host 
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SWTA Board Members 
 
Executive Committee 
President: Fred Gilliam , Capital Metro, Texas 
Vice President: Charla Sloan , KI BOIS AREA 
TRANSIT, OKLAHOMA 
Secretary-Treasurer: Betty Wineland , Central 
Arkansas Transit Association, Arkansas 
Immediate Past President: Pat Judge , New 
Orleans RTA, Louisiana 
 
At-Large Directors: 
Carol Ketcherside , Valley Metro, Arizona 
Richard Ruddell , The “T”, Texas 
 
State DOT:  
Ken LaRue , Oklahoma DOT, Oklahoma 
 
State Association Representatives: 
ATA: Ken Savage , Fort Smith Transit, Arkansas 
AzTA: Rick Simonetta , Valley Metro Rail, Arizona 
OTA: Cody Ponder , Cleveland Area Regional 
Transit, Oklahoma 
KPTA: Robert “Tuck” Duncan , Kansas Public 
Transportation Assoc., Kansa 
LPTA: Gene Eddy , SporTran,  Louisiana 
TTA: John Hendrickson , Waco Transit, Texas 
NMPTA: Bruce Rizzeri , Mid-Region Transit 
District, New Mexico 
 
Business Members-at-Large: 
Richard Carlon , North American Bus Company 
Huelon Harrison , Legacy Resource Group 
Brent Roy , National Bus Company 
 

 

Transit Calendar 
 
September 
Kansas Public Transportation Association, 
Annual Conference, September 15-17, 
2008, Wichita, Kansas 
  
Colorado Association of Transit Agencies, 
Fall Conference, September 23-26, 2008, 
Copper Mountain, Colorado 
 
October 
APTA Annual Conference and EXPO, Octo-
ber 5-8, 2008San Diego, California 
 
14th Annual National Conference on Inde-
pendent Living October 11-13, 2008, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 
  
Arkansas Transit Association, Annual Con-
ference,  October 20-22, 2008, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 
  
February 
SWTA Annual Conference, February 8-10, 
2009, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

High Gas Prices? Transit is the Answer 
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