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NeWS and NOtab|eS APTA'’s national Dump the Pump event

is designed to both increase
awareness of public transportation and

The T appointed J.D. Smith director of . ! . .
decrease reliance on foreign oil. In its

information technology, with

responsibility for all activities associated third year, SWTA members responded
with the agency's information technology with creativity to increase awareness in
needs. Congratulations, J.D.! their communities about transit’s role in

providing solutions to environmental concerns, high gas prices and congested
Ricardo chez retired July 1, 2008 summertime traffic. With ridership at its highest level in 50 years, it seems more
from 22 years of dedicated service to the and more people are understanding the value of public transportation and leaving
Corpus Christi RTA. Best wishes and their cars at home to Dump the Pump!

thank you, Ricardo!

New Flyer received 1,253 bus orders CART in Norman, Oklahoma doubled
over the last three months valued at over ridership during the June 19, “Dump the
$603 million Pump” event! Mayor Rosenthal, a strong
’ supporter of CART,
. . . came out for the
The Regional Transit Authority event to encourage
reopened the St. Charles Streetcar Line residents to “Go

Green! Go Transit!”

in New Orleans on Saturday, June 28.
Congratulations, New Orleans! You've
worked hard for each success!

Kris Glenn, Clevelend Area Rapid
Transit (CART) spokesperson,
announced that public transportation
users in Norman, Oklahoma no longer
need to rely on old-fashioned maps to
tell them how to get from point A to point
B. Using the Google Transit feature on
Google Maps, riders can map out Eleven year old Matthew won the Sun
several routes and choose the one that Metro, El Paso, Texas “You

works best. CART is one of only 39 can be a Star'” contest.

public transportation systems in the US Matthew produced a PSA

. o . . supporting public
on Google Transit, and it's the first one in Tawana Butler at JETS is seen transportation. You can

Oklahoma. distributing goodies to view his work at
customers who “Dumped the www.elpasotexas.gov/
North  American Bus Industries Pump” in Jonesboro, Arkansas. sunmetro
formally announced the formation of
NABI Financial Services. The new entity
will allow NABI customers to take
advantage of strategic, creative, world
class finance solutions based on their
specific needs while supplying a tool to
optimize working capital.

Capital Metro in Austin,
Texas hosted “XTreme)
Transit Makeovers” by
providing XTreme
customer service!  Rider clinics,
route planning and ride samples
were a part of the day. Participants Famm
eamned a free 7-day pass to| I
practice newly learned skills!

Remember....

To access member pricing and
member-only sections of the website,
use your SWTA Member Login and
Password! If you don’t know your
login or password, please contact
Kristen at swta@swta.org
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Executive Director’'s Corner

The SWTA Mission
Statement:

“Provide a community of

education, communication,

and advocacy in which

members can strengthen

their ability to provide
public transportation services and
products.”

Our mission statement provides a great
foundation for success. | want to focus
on two aspects of the mission statement
that are of particular importance. One is
the word ‘community’. Merriam-Webster
cites the following as an acceptation; “a
unified body of individuals”. Both new
and longtime members of SWTA have
spoken about our culture of friendliness,
approachability, and enthusiastic idea
sharing combined with our ability to
provide more personal and customized
services to members. We are unified in
our objective to improve public
transportation as it serves our clients.

The other part is the phrase, ‘in which
members can strengthen their ability...".
SWTA is a member organization. This
means individuals have opportunity to
work collectively to voice needs, think
strategically and develop solutions to the
many issues that face our industry. As a
community we can strengthen public
transportation.

For this system to work, it is important for
all the voices and perspectives to be
heard and considered. When
opportunities arise to participate in
committees, discussions, and resolutions
regarding transit it is not someone else’s
job to represent your position. You are
needed to contribute ideas for joint
solutions that best meet everyone's
needs. If you are not at the table, we
won't hear your voice!

For SWTA to grow stronger, serve its
members and provide the “education,
community and advocacy” you need—we
need vyou! Don't miss out on
opportunities to serve and make YOUR
organization what you need it to be.

Make Plans to Attend ...

SWTASummer Scho@008!!

Grab your pen, paper and
colleagues! It's time to brush
up on tried and true techniques,
learn fresh technologies, and
share innovative ideas you've
implemented in your region!

Professional development in
oday’s rapidly changing legal,
marketing and transit
environments is vital to staying
ahead of both the opportunities
and challenges in the expanding
transit industry.

It's easy to register now for this summer’s trainin g events!
Simply log on at www.swta.org!
July 20 -22, 2008 Transit Law Seminar Santa Fe, NM

August 17-19, 2008 ADA & Paratransit Workshop Corpus Christi, TX

September 7- 9, 2008

Transit Marketing Seminar with
SPOTLIGHT Awards

Oklahoma City, OK

TX-DOT will provide scholarships for Texas service providers to attend the SWTA
ADA & Paratransit Workshop. Contact Jacque Potts at JPOTTS@dot.state.tx.us for
more information regarding scholarship availability.

Welcome New Members!

Welcome to our new Professional Member! Colorado Association of Transit
Agencies (CASTA). CASTA is Colorado’s statewide trade association for transit
providers, vendors, government agencies and other interested organizations.

Welcome to our new Business Member! Dikita Enterprises of Texas, Inc.
Dikita is an established consulting firm offering planning, engineering and
management services.

Join or renew your membership online at www.swta.org.

SWTA Has Moved
to
Austin, TX!

Mailing address:
PO Box 153157
Austin, TX 78715

In Memorial

Mr. Wayne Cook passed away on
Sunday, June 29, 2008 in Galveston,
Texas. Wayne was one of the original
10 founding members of the Texas
Transit Association, a founding
member and long time ardent
supporter of SWTA and a life-long
member of APTA. It is doubtful that
transit in Texas has ever had a
stronger advocate than Wayne. We in Texas have lost
a true Friend of Transit. Submitted by John McBeth

Phone/Fax
512-237-9733
512-237-9713
Www.swta.org




